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CEN'TRAL FEATURES OF THE
FINNISH EDUCATION POLICY

- Equal opportunities for
education
- Instruction free of charge
- Education system almost
entirely publicly funded
- National core curriculum as a
common base for all schools £
- 9 years of compulsory educatiofgss # =
- Teachers autonomy ” S




GOALS FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

minimizing low achievement and helping each and everyone to succeed
building on early intervention and support

improving the planning, perseverance and quality of support

seeing pupil welfare as a prerequisite for good learning

using cross administrative and multi-professional approach

@ Three stages of support

Special support

~

Intensified support
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® Three stages of support
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® Special and intensified support
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Curriculum reform 2016

- The core curriculum is based on the learning conception
that positive emotional experiences, collaborative working
and interaction as well as creative activity enhance learning

 The subject proportions have been renewed: content of each
subject has been reduced, the aims also emphasise the
importance of learning environments and methods,
guidance and individualisation as well as assessment as a
means to support learning.

- focus is on transversal (generic) competences and work
across school subjects. Collaborative classroom practices,
where pupils may work with several teachers simultaneously
during periods of phenomenon-based project studies are
emphasised.

- Local curricula are based on the national core curriculum
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Combining knowledge, skills and

collaboration in a meaningful way
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® Inthe past 20 years... @ All students belongs to every teacher

Ei} e . The reform started from grades 7-9 by teachers
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Rethinking our support services
Special schoal  Special class Resources from the :
special classes were spread
Every student has a primary
placement in a regular class
Support is given when needeed
Mow the system is in use in many
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® In the past 20 years...

Special school Special class

- @

Local school Special class

Local school

mcnescol | — CONFERENCE
v craseil nat'ona T | A sance

T d 24 af =ar1c P A S e CUROPe LN AGENCY DE COMPARAISONS
a===a01 du systeme scolaire i for Special Weeds and Inclusive Education

INTERNATIONALE



® All students belongs to every teacher

" The reform started from grades 7-9 by teachers
= Rethinking our support services

= Resources from the
special classes were spread

= Every student has a primary
placement in a regular class

Class fort
part time
special
needs

= Support is given when needeed

= Now the system is in use in many
. . - Support services 7th grade
mu nInCIpalltleS Support services 8th grade

Support services 9th grade
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® Individualization

In-service trainig . Digital technology

New
ways of
teahing

Working with families Student wellfare
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& Co-teaching

= General and special educators offer unique skill sets
and perspectives in the development of collaborative
plans and practices
Students with and without
disabilities can learn
important lessons about
shared responsibilities,
creative problem solving
and cooperation

® Team teaching

* Two or more classes work together

* Flexible groupping and support

Group of
children
with diverse

ELIELES




® Co-teaching

= General and special educators offer unique skill sets
and perspectives in the development of coIIaboratlve
plans and practices :

= Students with and without
disabilities can learn
important lessons about
shared responsibilities,
creative problem solving
and cooperation

https://www.google fifsearch?g=two+teachers+in+one+room&biw=1296&bih=767&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0
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® Team teaching

= Two or more classes work together
= Flexible groupping and support

Class

Group of
children

with diverse
abilities

Special
needs
teacher

| - CONFERENCE
@ e EUROPﬁG ENCY DE COMPARAISONS
N for Special Meeds and Inclssive Education INTERNAT'ON ALE

M cnesco
av% craseil national
1ned v 4l 2aricn
a===a0 du systeme scolaire




® Individualized learning paths

Learning is based on skill/knowledge development of
an individual student (mastery learning by Bloom)

Student proceeds to the next level when the former
level is learnt

All forms of teaching and learning methods can be
used f.ex. blended learning and peer instruction

Alternative ways of evaluation

Cooperation and sharing between teachers all over
Finland
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® Individualized learning paths

= Learning is based on skill/knowledge development of
an individual student (mastery learning by Bloom)

= Student proceeds to the next level when the former
level is learnt

= All forms of teaching and learning methods can be
used f.ex. blended learning and peer instruction

= Alternative ways of evaluation

= Cooperation and sharing between teachers all over
Finland
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9 The National Valteri Centre for Learning and Consulting
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® Keys to success

Professionalism
of teachers

High quality teacher
education

High quality
teachers

High quality
teaching/instruction
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Autonomy

Empoverment of
munincipalities and
schools

Interactive,
cooperative way of
working

Spirit of trust and
support
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Supportive
ethos

Early intervention

Relaxed teacher-
student relationship

Students active role

Individual support
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©® RESPECT IS THE HEART OF EDUCATION

v Respecting every learner

v Respecting the learning process

v Respecting the teaching profession
v Respecting the power of learning
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Thank you!
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