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     Parents and school in action  

Is this white enough for you?  

 

 

• Foto1 Catharina school (is 
dit wit genoeg voor u) 

Amsterdam, May 22, 2015 
 

• A mixed neighborhood 
• With segregated schools  

 
• School and parents of a ‘black’ 

/ low SES primary school 
organised media attention for 
the problem 
 

• They went into the 
neighborhood with students 
and flyers 
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Learning to live together 

 

Every child has a right to integration 
 

 

 

• Foto 2 Catharinaschool (elk 
kind heeft recht op 
integratie)  

St Catherine School 

• Parents and teachers want a 
mixed school 

 

• Why? 

 

• Learning to live together  
    [Education in the 21st century, 1996]  
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      Two questions, no simple answers 

Is this white enough for you? Or how 
to combat and prevent segregation? 

 
• By discussing parental school 

choice  
 

• By discussing school admission 
policy 
 

• By implementing ‘controlled 
choice’, a balance between equity 
and choice 
 

• … and by addressing residential 
segregation 

How to implement the right to integration 
of every child? 

 

• By forming effective and affective 
mixed schools 

 

• By building strong parent-school 
relationships 

 

• By being examples for children as 
parents and teachers 
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  Question 1: desegregation 
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      The Dutch context  

• Causes of segregation:  
– School choice of parents (lifestyle, SES) 

– Admission policy of schools (formal, informal) 

– Residential segregation (rent or own a house; type of house)  

 

• Dutch (?) Dilemma:  
– No actor can solve the problem alone 
– You need schoolboards, schools, parents and government to 

cooperate 

 
• Therefor we need policies  

– That address all causes 
– That address and involve all actors  
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Parental choice (cause 1) 

• Take parents seriously, dialogue  
– What are parental worries?  
– Micro choices, macro effects –> intervention  

 

• Exchange information 
– School visits, school tours, school market, interactive 

website 

• Sent information (Brochures, letters) 

 
• Discuss mixed schools  

– ‘argument map’  
http://www.gemengdescholen.nl/content/pdfs/Argumentmap%20mixed%20education.pdf  
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Parent initiatives 

• What are they? 
– A group of parents (higher educated) apply their 

children to a good school with lower educated parents  
 

• Can they be stimulated and facilitated?  
– Yes. Stimulated bij city governments (e.g. via tours). 

Welcomed by schools and schoolboards  
 

• Parent initiatives are an effective way to 
desegregate one school at a time 
– Compare Denmark, Flanders 
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Parent associations 

• There are many parent associations in the 
Netherlands (mostly for higher educated parents) 

– They are not interested in (de)segregation  

 

• Program facilitated local associations for parents 
with migrant/minority background  
– To empower parents to join parents’councils 

 

• Attempts to stimulate initiatives of minority 
parents failed  
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Controlled choice (cause 2)  

• All schools involved, common problem  
 

• Level playing field for parents 
– every child the same chances to get into preferred 

schools 
 

• Criteria 
– Parents can still choose any school 
– They have priority in schools in their neighborhood  
– … desegregation as a criterion?   
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Reflections 

• Priority in your neighborhood can combat 
segregation in mixed neighborhoods 

– Especially if & when desegregation is an explicit 
goal, a focus in policy and practice 

 

• But what about segregated neighborhoods?  

– Cause 3 and the most difficult one to address 
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Question 2: integration  
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After desegregation  

• Mixed schools are an effective way to combat 
segregation. 

 

• However: they are a necessary but insufficient 
condition for integration. 

 

• What (more) is needed for integration? 
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Integration  

• Learning to live together needs planning & efforts 
 

• Activities in school and class 
– targeted, meaningful and sustainable 
– aimed at bonding ánd bridging   
– using cooperative learning methods (Jigsaw Method) 

 
• Related goals 

– Learning to be – (functional) identification 
– Learning to do & to know – (social) competencies 
– Schools that are both effective and affective  
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Parents and teachers  

• The role of parents and teachers is crucial 
– even with friendship between students and with 

attitude towards ‘others’ 

 

• Parents and teachers are role models  
– Bridging friendship, dealing with diversity 

 

• Strong parent-school relationships 
– Use diversity as an asset 
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• Segregation and integration are wicked, complex 
problems  

• There are no simple solutions, no silver bullets 

 

• The broader context makes it even more complex 

• Segregation in housing  

• Social-economic inequalities  

 

• However … 
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Reflections 



Social diversity is worth fighting for 

 

“Investing in equity pays of” 
 
 

“If the educational system does not stimulate       
 every student to develop to its full potential,  

 the costs are high for both individuals and society.” 
 

 
[OECD, Equity and Quality, 2012] 

 
 
 
 

• Foto 3 Catharinaschool (overzicht) 
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Knowledge Centre  
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Information & contact 

www.gemengdescholen.nl  

(with page in English & argument map) 

 

guido.walraven@planet.nl 
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